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Abstract

The rapid advancement of digital technology has fundamentally transformed the landscape of civic
education, presenting both unprecedented opportunities and complex challenges for integrating local
wisdom within global citizenship frameworks. This study examines how digital civic education can
serve as an effective bridge between Indonesia's rich local wisdom traditions and the demands of
global citizenship, with particular emphasis on strengthening sustainable development principles,
human rights values, and Pancasila as the national ideological foundation. Employing a qualitative
literature review approach, this paper synthesizes theoretical frameworks and empirical findings from
recent studies on digital citizenship, civic education, and value-based learning in the Indonesian
context. The findings reveal that digital platforms, when thoughtfully designed and implemented, can
amplify the transmission of local wisdom values while simultaneously equipping learners with the
competencies required for active global citizenship. Furthermore, the integration of Pancasila values
encompassing divinity, humanity, unity, democracy, and social justice provides a normative
framework that is both locally rooted and resonant with international human rights standards and the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This study contributes to the growing body of literature on
culturally responsive digital civic education and offers practical implications for curriculum
developers, educators, and policymakers in Indonesia and comparable developing nations.
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Introduction indispensable for building national character

amid rapid social and technological change

The intersection of digital technology and (Indriyani, 2024).

civic education has emerged as one of the most Pancasila, as Indonesia's foundational
consequential  frontiers in  contemporary philosophical framework, articulates five core
educational discourse. As Indonesia navigates principles: Belief in the One and Only God
the complexities of globalization, it must (Ketuhanan Yang Maha Esa), Just and
simultaneously preserve the richness of its Civilized Humanity (Kemanusiaan yang Adil
diverse local wisdom traditions while dan Beradab), the Unity of Indonesia
preparing citizens capable of engaging (Persatuan Indonesia), Democracy guided by
meaningfully at the global level. Digital civic the inner wisdom of unanimity arising out of
education, understood as the use of digital deliberations amongst representatives
tools and platforms to promote civic (Kerakyatan yang Dipimpin oleh Hikmat
knowledge, skills, and dispositions, offers a Kebijaksanaan dalam
mechanism for achieving this dual objective. Permusyawaratan/Perwakilan), and  Social
Citizenship education more broadly remains Justice for all the people of Indonesia
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(Keadilan Sosial bagi Seluruh Rakyat
Indonesia). These principles, embedded in
Indonesia's cultural fabric, resonate with
universal human rights norms and the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

Despite growing recognition of digital
citizenship education's importance, a critical
review of recent literature reveals a notable
gap: prior studies have predominantly focused
either on technical digital literacy (e.g.,
Retnasari et al., 2025; Nurjanah et al., 2024) or
traditional character education isolated from
digital tools (e.g., Hartanto, 2023; Lahabu et
al., 2024). Scholarship has not yet adequately
addressed how digital civic education can
systematically serve as an operational bridge
rather than a cultural barrier connecting
localized wisdom with global citizenship
competencies. This gap is particularly acute in
the Indonesian context, where the richness of
local wisdom (kearifan lokal) from hundreds
of ethnic groups offers a pedagogical resource
that remains underutilized in formal digital
education frameworks.

This paper aims to address this gap by
examining: (1) the conceptual relationship
between digital civic education, local wisdom,
and global citizenship; (2) the alignment
between Pancasila values, human rights
frameworks, and the SDGs; (3) the
international competency frameworks that
define what digital citizenship entails in
practice; and (4) practical strategies and
implementation constraints for designing
digital civic education that strengthens this
alignment. By doing so, this study contributes
to more culturally grounded and globally
relevant civic education practices.

Literature Review

Digital Civic Education in the 2lst
Century
Digital civic education has evolved

considerably over the past two decades,
expanding beyond basic information literacy
to encompass digital citizenship, online
deliberation, and civic participation through
digital platforms. Mossberger, Tolbert, and
McNeal (2008) define digital citizens as those
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who use technology regularly and effectively

to participate in society, politics, and
government. Contemporary  scholarship
extends this definition to ethical digital

behavior, online community engagement, and
the use of digital tools for social advocacy.
Retnasari et al. (2025) found a positive,
moderate association between digital literacy
and the civic engagement of Indonesian
Generation Z, while interviews with civic
educators pointed to pedagogic rigiditysuch as
rote, lecture-based teachingas a key barrier to
translating  digital literacy into active
participation. Complementing this, Oktariani
(2024) found that implementing digital
citizenship within the Projek Penguatan Profil
Pelajar Pancasila (P5) produced measurable
improvements in students' civic dispositions
and national identity. Furthermore, Nurjanah
et al. (2024) show that young citizens' critical
literacy in the digital era remains uneven,
being strong in data-based decision-making

but comparatively weak in translating
awareness into concrete civic  action.
Almufarreh and Arshad (2023) further

highlight how emerging digital technologies
can build 2Ist-century learning and digital-
citizenship skills when accompanied by
deliberate ethical and pedagogical safeguards.

Digital Citizenship Competency
Frameworks

Beyond conceptual definitions, several
international frameworks operationalize digital
citizenship competence. The FEuropean
Commission's DigComp 2.2 framework
(Vuorikari, Kluzer, & Punie, 2022) specifies

concrete areas of digital
competenceinformation and data literacy,
communication and collaboration, digital
content creation, safety, and problem-

solvingthat map directly onto civic education
outcomes. Ribble and Bailey's (2015) school-
based model organizes digital citizenship into
nine elements, including digital -etiquette,
digital law, and digital rights and
responsibilities. Without an explicit values
framework, however, competency checklists
risk becoming technical exercises detached
from civic purpose; a Pancasila-grounded
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approach supplies the normative "why" that
complements the technical "how".

Local Wisdom as a Pedagogical Resource

Local wisdom (kearifan lokal) refers to
accumulated knowledge, practices, values, and
worldviews developed by indigenous and local
communities over generations. Integrating
local wisdom into civic education enhances
students' cultural identity while promoting
tolerance, mutual cooperation (gotong
royong), and respect for diversity (Bhinneka
Tunggal Ika). Lahabu et al. (2024)
demonstrated how local traditions (such as
making Upiya Karanji) function as living
laboratories for instilling Pancasila values.
Similarly, Yusuf et al. (2024) found that
collaborative models integrating local wisdom
strengthen students' cultural heritage alongside
national character.

Global Citizenship, Human Rights, and
Pancasila Values

Global citizenship education (GCE) aims
to empower learners to understand global
challenges and act as proactive contributors to
a sustainable world (UNESCO, 2015, 2023).
Afan et al. (2024) argue that Pancasila and
citizenship education carries an urgent dual
mandate to strengthen national character while
embracing global citizenship. Moreover,
Reysen and Hackett (2017) found that prior
engagement with civic causes predicts stronger
global citizenship identification and prosocial
attitudes. Bridging these dimensions, Bakri et
al. (2024) showed how Pancasila's second
principle Just and Civilized Humanity
converges with the Universal Declaration of
Human  Rights, prioritizing  collective
responsibility alongside individual rights.

Synthesis of the Literature

Synthesizing the reviewed literature, it
becomes evident that digital civic education
cannot operate merely as a technical training
mechanism, nor can local wisdom remain
confined to traditional, offline pedagogies. The
convergence of DigComp competencies, SDG
targets, human rights education, and local
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wisdom traditions requires an integrated
framework. Pancasila serves as the vital
normative anchor that unifies these elements,
transforming digital tools into vehicles for
cultural preservation and global civic
empowerment.

Method

This study employs a qualitative literature
review methodology. The review encompasses
peer-reviewed journal articles and institutional
policy documents published primarily between

2015 and 2025, focusing on sources
concerning digital civic education, local
wisdom integration, global citizenship,
Pancasila  values, human rights, and

sustainable development in the Indonesian
context.

Literature = was  identified through
systematic searches of academic databases and
publisher platforms (including Google Scholar
and DOAJ) using keywords such as "digital
civic education Indonesia", "Pancasila values
global citizenship", "local wisdom civic
education", and "sustainable development
education Indonesia". Data analysis followed
the six-phase thematic analysis framework
proposed by Braun and Clarke (2006): data
familiarization, generating initial codes,
searching for themes, reviewing themes,
defining and naming themes, and producing
the report.

Result and Discussion

Digital Platforms as Amplifiers of Local
Wisdom

The reviewed literature suggests that
digital platforms, when thoughtfully designed,
can function as amplifiers of local wisdom

values rather than forces of cultural
homogenization. Digital storytelling and
multimedia platforms allow students to

preserve and transmit narratives embodying
environmental stewardship, communal
harmony, and intergenerational responsibility.
However, as UNESCO's (2022) report
cautions, creative and digital economies
remain uneven, risking a tilt toward globally
dominant  content unless  deliberately
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counterbalanced by intentional curriculum
design that foregrounds local wisdom.

Pancasila as a Normative Bridge

A key finding of this study is that
Pancasila functions as a normative bridge
between local wisdom and global citizenship
because its five principles  operate
simultaneously across multiple levels: rooted
in local traditions, applicable to contemporary
civic life, and convergent with international
human rights and SDG frameworks. This
alignment is particularly evident in the
relationship  between  Pancasila's  fifth
principleSocial Justice for Alland SDG 10
(Reduced Inequalities) and SDG 16 (Peace,
Justice, and Strong Institutions).

Human Rights as a Connective Thread

Human rights education emerges as a
connective thread linking local wisdom with
global citizenship. When students engage with
human rights concepts through indigenous
cultural frameworkssuch as the Javanese tepa
selira (empathy) or the Batak dalihan na tolu
(communal solidarity)abstract rights become
lived values rather than externally imposed
standards. Digital media facilitates this by
enabling students to connect local traditions
with global human rights frameworks through
comparative digital projects.

Challenges and Implementation
Considerations

Translating this framework into classroom

practice faces three major constraints:

a. Curricular  Adaptation:  Competency
frameworks like DigComp (Vuorikari et
al., 2022) were developed in Western,
non-Muslim-majority ~ contexts  and
require deliberate cultural translation to
align with Pancasila values.

b. Teacher Readiness: Educators trained in
traditional historical content require
professional development to facilitate
digital storytelling and online civic
deliberation.

c. Infrastructural = Disparities:  Unequal
digital access between urban and rural
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regions necessitates low-bandwidth and
offline-compatible  alternatives  (e.g.,
printed  digital-literacy modules or
community mentoring).

Toward an Integrative Framework for
Digital Civic Education

Drawing from this synthesis,
proposes a four-dimensional
framework:

a. Cultural Grounding: Embedding local
wisdom traditions as the starting point for
civic inquiry.

b. Normative Integration: Using Pancasila
values as the interpretive framework for
civic issues.

c. Global Connectivity: Linking local civic
challenges to the SDGs and international
human rights standards.

d. Digital Action: Empowering students to
engage in ethical, culturally informed
digital civic participation.

this study
conceptual

Conclusion

This study has argued that digital civic
education can serve as a bridge between
Indonesia's local wisdom traditions and the
demands of global citizenship. The Pancasila
framework, far from being a merely nationalist
construct, offers a normative foundation for
this bridging function that is both culturally
rooted and internationally resonant. When
integrated with human rights principles and the
Sustainable Development Goals,
Pancasilainformed digital civic education has
the potential to produce citizens who are
simultaneously rooted in their cultural heritage
and genuinely engaged as responsible global
actors. The proposed framework of Cultural
Grounding, Normative Integration, Global
Connectivity, and Digital Action offers
practical guidance for curriculum developers
and educators seeking to implement this
vision. Future research should focus on
empirical validation of this framework through
classroom-based studies and participatory
action research  with  students and
communities, as well as on developing digital
tools and platforms that operationalize the
framework's dimensions.
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The broader implication of this study is
that the apparent tension between local and
global in civic education need not be treated as
a fixed dichotomy. Thoughtfully designed
digital civic education can narrow this tension
by demonstrating that authentic engagement
with local wisdom is itself a form of global
citizenship one that enriches, rather than
diminishes, the shared project of building
more just, peaceful, and sustainable societies.

As with any literature review, this study is
limited by its reliance on published sources
rather than original classroom data, and by its
focus on the Indonesian context, which may
limit direct transferability to other national
settings. Nonetheless, the convergence of
findings across digital citizenship, local
wisdom, and human rights literatures
strengthens confidence that the proposed
framework identifies a genuine and actionable
gap in current civic education practice, one
that is well suited to being tested empirically
in future work.
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